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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 12 and 36 are objected to because of the following informalities: "connecting to 
synchronization server". Examiner suggests "connecting to the synchronization server". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 16 and 40 are objected to because of the following informalities: "using an 
encryption". Examiner suggests "using encryption" or "using an encryption protocol". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 18 and 42 are objected to because of the following informalities: "wherein 
transmitting and receiving including". Examiner suggests "wherein the transmitting and 
receiving include". Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claims 20 and 44 are objected to because of the following infonnalities: "variable length 
strains". Examiner suggests "variable length strings". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 30-35 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

8. Claims 30, 31, 33, 34, and 35 recite the limitation "the network management 
information". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

9. Claim 32 recites the limitation "the network management". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

10. Claims 47 and 48 recite the limitation "the indicated network function". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

11. Claim 47 recites the limitation "the updated network information". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 49 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj et al. (U.S. 5,987,513, hereinafter "Prithviraj") in view of Adams et al. (U.S. 
6, 1 85,566, hereinafter "Adams"). 
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14. With respect to claim 49, Prithviraj teaches a system for network management using a 
computer [fig. 1 (160)], including: 

• a computer [fig. 1 (160)] running a browser application [col. 22 line 22, Java enabled 
browser]; 

• a synchronization server [fig. 1 (180)], in communication with the computer [In order to 
contact NMS 101 (as disclosed by col. 23 lines 3-4 et al.) the computer (160) must 
communicate through the synchronization server (180)., see fig. 1]; and 

• a network management server [fig. 1 (NMS 101)], in communication with the 
synchronization server [see explanation of the synchronization server]. 

15. Prithviraj does not expressly teach the method of network management using a palm- 
sized computer. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to provide a portable computer for 
performing network management, as evidenced by Adams. In a similar art, Adams teaches 
providing a portable computer for performing network management [col. 1 lines 55-57]. Given 
the teachings of Adams it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a 
palm-sized computer (e.g. the palm sized computer shown in U.S. 5,862,321 fig. 2) to perform 
the method taught by Prithviraj. The motivation for doing so would have been because there is a 
need for computers that perform network management that are as portable as possible, due to the 
fact that in some networking environments, using non-portable computers for performing 
network management is impractical [Adams col. 1 lines 45-50]. 

16. With respect to claim 50, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj-Adams does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer is 
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smaller than four inches by six inches. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to provide a palm-sized computer that is smaller than four inches by six inches. 
The motivation for doing so would have been because there is a need for computers that perform 
network management functions that are as portable as possible [as discussed in the rejection of 
claim 1], 

17. Claims 1, 2, 6-1 1, 24-26, 30-35, 48, and 53-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Prithviraj in view of Adams and further in view of Brim (U.S. 
5,835,914). 

1 8. With respect to claim 1 , Prithviraj teaches a method of network management using a 
computer [fig. 1 (160)], including the steps of: 

• accessing a page containing network management information [fig. 9 (940), col. 23 lines 
27-29]; 

• indicating a network management function [Col. 22 lines 6-10 disclose that the 
embodiment of fig. 9 is related to the embodiment of col. 21 lines 48+ in that the user selects 
network elements in the embodiment of fig. 9 in order to perform configuration management 
of elements as disclosed in the embodiment of col. 21 lines 48+. After selecting a network 
element the user indicates a network management function as disclosed in col. 21 line 61 - 
col. 22 line 3.]; 
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• connecting to a synchronization server [A connection to fig. 1 (150) (a synchronization 
server) must be made in order to pass the information indicating the addition, deletion, or 
modification of rows to NMS 101 as disclosed in col. 21 lines 61-66]; 

• transmitting the indicated network management function to the synchronization server 
[col. 21 lines 61-66]; and. 

• receiving updated network management information, responsive to the indicated network 
management function [Col. 21 lines 22-23 teach that the display is updated periodically. It 
was very well known in the art that when submitting a form the display is refreshed which is 
receiving updated network information in the current context.]. 

1 9. Prithviraj does not expressly teach the method of network management using a palm- 
sized computer. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to provide a portable computer for 
performing network management functions, as evidenced by Adams. In a similar art, Adams 
teaches providing a portable computer for performing network management functions [col. 1 
lines 55-57]. Given the teachings of Adams it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to use a palm-sized computer (e.g. the palm sized computer shown in U.S. 5,862,321 
fig. 2) to perform the method taught by Prithviraj. The motivation for doing so would have been 
because there is a need for computers that perform network management functions that are as 
portable as possible, due to the fact that in some networking environments, using non-portable 
computers for performing network management functions is impractical [Adams col. 1 lines 45- 
50]. 

20. Prithviraj -Adams does not expressly teach accessing the page wherein the page is stored 
on the palm-sized computer. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art that some web browsers 
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cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar art. Brim teaches that some web browsers 
cache web pages [col. 5 Unes 19-21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the page taught by Prithviraj -Adams. Caching the page 
would store the page on the palm-sized computer. The motivation for doing so would have been 
to so that the page loads more quickly. 

21 . With respect to claim 6, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1. Prithviraj further discloses changing the configuration of a 
device [col. 21 line 61 - coL 22 line 3, parameters are varied and sent to network elements as 
private SNMP messages]. 

22. With respect to claim 7, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1. Prithviraj further discloses changing the inventory description of 
a device [col. 21 line 61 - col. 22 line 3, Parameters are varied and sent to network elements as 
private SNMP messages. Varying parameters changes the description of the operating 
characteristics of a device.]. 

23. With respect to claim 8, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 . Prithviraj further discloses an embodiment in which the network 
management function is accessing historical information about a device [col. 24 line 66 - col. 25 
line 8, accessing network events during a specified time period]. Given the further teachings of 
Prithviraj it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the network 
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management function to comprise accessing historical information about a device. The 
motivation for doing so would have been so that a user could troubleshoot problems with the 
network. 

24. With respect to claim 9, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 . Prithviraj further discloses that the network management 
function is accessing web based support information [Any information in fig. 8B could be 
considered web based support information. The information is displayed via a web browser.]. 

25. With respect to claim 10, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 . Prithviraj further discloses that the network management 
function is intranet based support information [The elements are on an intranet (fig. 1 (124)). 
Therefore the information of fig. 8B is intranet based support information.]. 

26. With respect to claim 1 1 , Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1. Prithviraj further discloses that the network management 
function is server based support information [As disclosed in col. 19 lines 24-26, the information 
is returned by a server (NMS 101), and is therefore server based support information.]. 

27. With respect to claim 24, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 . Prithviraj further discloses the steps of transmitting the indicated 
network function from the synchronization server to a network management server and 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,988 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2153 

transmitting the updated network information from the network management server to the 
synchronization server [see the configuration of fig. 1]. 

28. With respect to claim 25, Prithviraj teaches a method of network management using a 
computer [fig. 1 (160)], including the steps of: 

• accessing a page containing network inventory scope choices [fig. 9 (940), col. 23 lines 
27-29]; 

• indicating a scope of network inventory information [fig. 12(1210), col. 23 lines 54-56, 
the user selects a desired network element (scope of network inventory information)]; 

• connecting to a synchronization server [A connection to fig. 1 (150) (a synchronization 
server) must be made in order to pass the information indicating the desired network element 
to NMS 101 as disclosed in col. 23 Hnes 56-58.]; 

• transmitting the indicated scope of network inventory information to the synchronization 
server [col. 23 lines 56-58]; and 

• receiving updated network inventory information, responsive to the indicated scope of 
network inventory information [fig. 12 (1270), col, 24 lines 53-59]. 

29. Prithviraj does not expressly teach the method of network management using a palm- 
sized computer. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to provide a portable computer for 
performing network management functions, as evidenced by Adams. In a similar art, Adams 
teaches providing a portable computer for performing network management functions [col. 1 
lines 55-57]. Given the teachings of Adams it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to use a palm-sized computer (e.g. the palm sized computer shown in U.S. 5,862,321 
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fig. 2) to perform the method taught by Prithviraj. The motivation for doing so would have been 
because there is a need for computers that perform network management functions that are as 
portable as possible, due to the fact that in some networking environments, using non-portable 
computers for performing network management functions is impractical [Adams col. 1 lines 45- 
50]. 

30. Prithviraj-Adams does not expressly teach accessing the page wherein the page is stored 
on the palm-sized computer. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art that some web browsers 
cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar art. Brim teaches that some web browsers 
cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19-21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the page taught by Prithviraj-Adams. Caching the page 
would store the page on the palm-sized computer. The motivation for doing so would have been 
to so that the page loads more quickly. 

3 1 . With respect to claims 2 and 26, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 25. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer is 
smaller than four inches by six inches. Nonetheless, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to provide a palm-sized computer that is smaller than four inches by six 
inches. The motivation for doing so would have been because there is a need for computers that 
perform network management functions that are as portable as possible [as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1]. 
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32. With respect to claim 30, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses receiving network 
management information including configuration of a device [col. 21 line 61 - col. 22 line 3, 
parameters are varied and sent to network elements as private SNMP messages]. 

33. With respect to claim 3 1 , Prithviraj-Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses receiving network 
management information including an inventory description of a device [col. 21 line 61 - col. 22 
line 3, Parameters are varied and sent to network elements as private SNMP messages. Varying 
parameters changes the operating description of a device.] 

34. With respect to claim 32, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses an embodiment in which 
network management information is received including historical information about performance 
of a device [col. 24 line 66 - col. 25 line 8, network events during a specified time period]. 

35. With respect to claim 33, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses receiving network 
management information including web based support information [Any information in fig. 8B 
could be considered web based support information. The information is displayed via a web 
browser.]. 
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36. With respect to claim 34, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses receiving netw^ork 
management information including intranet based support information [The elements are on an 
intranet (fig. 1 (124)). Therefore the information of fig. 8B is intranet based support 
information.]. 

37. With respect to claim 35, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of netvs^ork 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses receiving network 
management information including server based support information [As disclosed in col. 19 
lines 24-26, the information is returned by a server (NMS 101), and is therefore server based 
support information.]. 

38. ' With respect to claim 48, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses the steps of transmitting 
an indicated network function [fig. 12(1210), col. 23 lines 54-56] from the synchronization 
server [fig. 1 (150)] to a network management server [fig. 1 (NMS 101), col. 23 lines 56-58, The 
information must pass through fig. 1 (150) to reach NMS 101.] and transmitting updated network 
information from the network management server to the synchronization server [col. 24 lines 53- 
59, The updated data is sent back along the reverse path.]. 

39. With respect to claim 53, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to request a device configuration 
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[col 23 lines 54-58 (applet), col. 24 lines 53-59 (device information is returned)]. Prithviraj- 
Adams does not teach that the palm-sized compter stores the form. Nonetheless, it was well 
known in the art that some web browsers cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar 
art, Brim teaches that some web browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19-21]. Given the 
teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the form 
taught by Prithviraj -Adams. Caching the form would store the form on the palm-sized computer. 
The motivation for doing so would have been to so that the form loads more quickly. 

40. With respect to claim 54, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to report a device configuration 
[col. 23 lines 54-58 (applet), col. 24 lines 53-59 (device information is returned)]. Prithviraj- 
Adams does not teach that the palm-sized compter stores the form. Nonetheless, it was well 
known in the art that some web browsers cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar 
art. Brim teaches that some web browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19-21]. Given the 
teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the form 
taught by Prithviraj -Adams. Caching the form would store the form on the palm-sized computer. 
The motivation for doing so would have been to so that the form loads more quickly. 

41. With respect to claim 55, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for.network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to modify a device configuration 
[see fig. 8B, col. 21 line 61 - col. 22 line 3, Col. 22 lines 6-10 disclose that the embodiment of 
fig. 9 is related to the embodiment of col. 21 lines 48+ in that the user selects network elements 
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in the embodiment of fig. 9 in order to perform configuration management of elements as 
disclosed in the embodiment of col. 21 lines 48+.]. Prithviraj -Adams does not teach that the 
palm-sized compter stores the form. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art that some web 
browsers cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar art, Brim teaches that some web 
browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19-21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the form taught by Prithviraj-Adams. Caching 
the form would store the form on the palm-sized computer. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to so that the form loads more quickly. 

42. With respect to claim 56, Prithviraj-Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to request a device inventory 
description [col. 23 lines 54-58 (applet), col. 24 lines 53-59 (the device inventory description is 
returned)]. Prithviraj-Adams does not teach that the palm-sized compter stores the form. 
Nonetheless, it was well known in the art that some web browsers cache web pages, as evidenced 
by Brim. In a similar art. Brim teaches that some web browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19- 
21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
cache the form taught by Prithviraj-Adams. Caching the form would store the form on the palm- 
sized computer. The motivation for doing so would have been to so that the form loads more 
quickly. 

43. With respect to claim 57, Prithviraj-Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to report a device inventory 
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description [col. 23 lines 54-58 (applet), col. 24 lines 53-59 (the device inventory description is 
returned)]. Prithviraj -Adams does not teach that the palm-sized compter stores the form. 
Nonetheless, it v^as well known in the art that some web browsers cache web pages, as evidenced 
by Brim. In a similar art, Brim teaches that some web browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19- 
21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
cache the form taught by Prithviraj-Adams. Caching the form would store the form on the palm- 
sized computer. The motivation for doing so would have been to so that the form loads more 
quickly. 

44. With respect to claim 58, Prithviraj-Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to modify a device inventory 
description [Col. 22 lines 6-10 disclose that the embodiment of fig. 9 is related to the 
embodiment of col. 21 lines 48+ in that the user selects network elements in the embodiment of 
fig. 9 in order to perform configuration management of elements as disclosed in the embodiment 
of col. 21 lines 48+., see fig. 8B, col. 21 line 61 - col. 22 line 3, Sending the appropriate SNMP 
messages to the device modifies the inventory description.]. Prithviraj-Adams does not teach that 
the palm-sized compter stores the form. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art that some web 
browsers cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar art. Brim teaches that some web 
browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19-21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the form taught by Prithviraj-Adams. Caching 
the form would store the form on the palm-sized computer. The motivation for doing so would 
have been to so that the form loads more quickly. 
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45. With respect to claim 59, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to request historical information 
about a device [the error conditions applet in col. 24 line 66 - col. 25 line 3, col. 25 lines 3-8 
(network events during a specified time period are historical information)]. Prithviraj -Adams 
does not teach that the palm-sized compter stores the form. Nonetheless, it was well known in 
the art that some web browsers cache web pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar art. Brim 
teaches that some web browsers cache web pages [col. 5 lines 19-21], Given the teachings of 
Brim it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to cache the form taught by 
Prithviraj-Adams. Caching the form would store the form on the palm-sized computer. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to so that the form loads more quickly. 

46. With respect to claim 60, Prithviraj-Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj further discloses a form adapted to report historical information 
about a device [the applet modules in col, 25 lines 3-8, network events during a specified time 
period are historical information], Prithviraj-Adams does not teach that the palm-sized compter 
stores the form. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art that some web browsers cache web 
pages, as evidenced by Brim. In a similar art, Brim teaches that some web browsers cache web 
pages [col. 5 lines 19-21]. Given the teachings of Brim it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to cache the form taught by Prithviraj-Adams. Caching the form would 
store the form on the palm-sized computer. The motivation for doing so would have been to so 
that the form loads more quickly. 
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47. Claims 3, 4, 27, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, and further in view of Flack et al. (U.S. 
6,288,704, hereinafter "Flack"). 

48. With respect to claims 3 and 27, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 25. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer has a 
display that is compatible with 160 by 160 pixels. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to 
provide a display that is compatible with 160 by 160 pixels, as evidenced by Flack. In a similar 
art. Flack discloses that 160 pixel by 160 pixel displays were well known [col. 2 lines 26-28]. 
Given the teachings of Flack it would have been obvious to provide a display that is compatible 
with 160 by 160 pixels. The motivation for doing so would have been because 160 by 160 pixel 
displays were an industry standard [col. 2 lines 26-28]. 

49. With respect to claims 4 and 28, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 25. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer has a 
display that is 160 by 160 pixels. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to provide a display 
that is 160 by 160 pixels, as evidenced by Flack. In a similar art. Flack discloses that 160 pixel 
by 160 pixel displays were well known [col. 2 lines 26-28]. Given the teachings of Flack it 
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would have been obvious to provide a display that is 160 by 160 pixels. The motivation for doing 
so would have been because 160 by 160 pixel displays were an industry standard. 



50. Claims 5 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prithviraj 
in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, and further in view of Lamming et al. (U.S. 
5,862,32 1 , hereinafter "Lamming"). 

5 1 . With respect to claims 5 and 29, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 25. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer has a 
pressure sensitive display and that the indicating steps includes pressing a stylus against the 
display. It was well known in the art to provide a palm-sized computer with a pressure-sensitive 
display, as evidenced by Lamming. In a similar art, Lamming discloses a palm-sized computer 
with a stylus and a pressure-sensitive display [fig. 2]. Given the teachings of Lamming it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the palm-sized computer with a 
pressure sensitive display, in which case the indicating step would include pressing the stylus 
against the display. The motivation for doing so would have been to eliminate the need for a 
keyboard, making the computer more portable. 
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52. Claims 12, 13, 36, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, and further in view of Haitani et al. (U.S. 
5,900,875). 

53. With respect to claims 12 and 36, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 25. Prithviraj-Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that connecting to the synchronization 
server includes placing the palm-sized computer in a communications cradle and pressing a hot 
sync button. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to connect to a palm-sized computer to a 
synchronization server by placing the computer in a communications cradle and pressing a hot 
sync button, as evidenced by Haitani. In a similar art, Haitani teaches connecting a palm-sized 
computer to a synchronization server by placing the computer in a commimications cradle and 
pressing a hot sync button [col. 5 lines 30-47]. Given the teachings of Haitani it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to connect to the synchronization server by placing the 
palm-sized computer in a communications cradle and pressing a hot sync button. The motivation 
for doing so would have been to perform the network management function (claim 12) and to use 
the network inventory management method (claim 36) when there is no wireless network 
available, 

54. With respect to claims 13 and 37, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 12 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 36. Haitani further discloses that pressing the hot sync button starts a synchronization 
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server [col. 5 lines 36-39]. Given the further teachings of Haitani it v^ould have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to start the synchronization server when a user presses the hot sync 
button. The motivation for doing so would have been to perform the network management 
function (claim 13) and to use the network inventory management method (claim 37) when the 
synchronization server is not running. 



55. Claims 14, 16, 21, 22, 38, 40, 45, and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Prithviraj in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, and further in view of 
Vatanen (U.S. 6,237,093). 

56. With respect to claims 14 and 38, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 25. Prithviraj further discloses that connecting to the synchronization server includes 
connecting to a communication server [fig. 1 (180)] in communication with the synchronization 
server [A connection to gateway 180 (a communication server) must be made in order to pass the 
information indicating the desired network element to NMS 101 as disclosed in col, 23 lines 56- 
58. See fig. 1.] Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that the commvmications server 
is a wireless communications server that uses a radio signal. Nonetheless, it was well known in 
the art to use a radio signal to connect a portable device to a communication server, as evidenced 
by Vatanen. In a similar art, Vatanen teaches connecting a portable device [fig. 1 (4)] to a 
communication server [fig. 1 (5)] using a radio signal [fig. 1 (3)]. Given the teachings of Vatanen 
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it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a radio signal to connect the 
palm-sized computer to the communication server. The motivation for doing so would have been 
because there is a need for computers that perform network management functions that are as 
portable as possible [as discussed in the rejection of claims 1 and 25], 

57. With respect to claims 16 and 40, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 14 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 38. Vatanen further discloses that encrypting data on a mobile communication network 
was well known in the art [col. 1 lines 50-53]. Given the further teachings of Vatanen it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to encrypt data transmitted over the 
connection with gateway 180 (the communication server). The motivation for doing so would 
have been to provide secure communication with the communication server. 

58. With respect to claim 2 1 , Prithviraj-Adams-Brim- Vatanen teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 14. Prithviraj further teaches that the page includes a form [an 
applet can be considered a form] and data [col. 22 lines 58-59, topology] and the updated 
network information includes an updated version of some of the data [an updated version of 
information pertaining to specified network elements, see fig. 8B]. 

59. With respect to claim 22, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim- Vatanen teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 14. Prithviraj further teaches that the page includes a form [an 
applet can be considered a form] and data [col. 22 lines 58-59, topology] and the updated 
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network information includes an updated version of some of the data [see fig. 8B] and does not 
include the form [there is no applet in fig. 8B]. 

60. With respect to claim 45, Prithviraj- Adams-Brim- Vatanen teaches the method of network 
inventory management applied to claim 38. Prithviraj further teaches that the page includes a 
form [an applet is a type of form] and data [col. 22 lines 58-59, topology information] and the 
updated network management information includes an updated version of some of the data [col. 
24 lines 53-59, Data is dynamically retrieved and sent back to computer 160.]. 

61 . With respect to claim 46, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim- Vatanen teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 14, Prithviraj further teaches that the page includes a form [an 
applet is a type of form] and data [col. 22 lines 58-59, topology information] and updated 
network management information includes an updated version of some of the data [col. 24 lines 
53-55, The data is retrieved dynamically.] and does not include the form [col. 53 lines 53-59 
make no mention of the applet.]. 

62. Claims 15 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, further in view of Vatanen, and further in 
view of Haitani. 
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63. With respect to claims 1 5 and 39, Prithviraj- Adams-Brim- Vatanen teaches the method of 
network management applied to claim 14. The instant teachings do not expressly teach starting 
the synchronization server when needed. Nonetheless, starting a synchronization server when 
needed was well knovra, as evidenced by Haitani. In a similar art, Haitani teaches connecting to 
a synchronization server and starting the synchronization server when needed [col. 5 lines 36- 
39]. Given the teachings of Haitani it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to start the synchronization server when needed. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
perform the network management function when the synchronization server is shut down. 

64. Claims 17 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, further in view of Shipley (U.S. 
5,818,617). 

65. With respect to claims 17 and 41, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 40. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that connecting to the synchronization 
server includes using an infrared signal. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to connect a 
portable computer to a network using an infrared signal, as evidenced by Shipley. In a similar 
art, Shipley teaches connecting a portable computer to a network using an infrared signal [col. 16 
lines 17-19]. Given the teachings of Shipley it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to connect the palm-sized computer to the network using an infrared signal. The 
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motivation for doing so would have been so that the palm-sized computer does not require wires 
[Shipley col. 16 lines 14-16], and is therefore more portable. 

66. Claims 1 8-20 and 42-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj in view of Adam's, further in view of Brim, further in view of Lincke et al. (U.S. 
6,253,326, hereinafter "Lincke"). 

67. With respect to claims 1 8 and 42, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 and the method of network inventory management applied to 
claim 40. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach that the transmitting and receiving 
include encoding and decoding in a compact markup language. Nonetheless, a handheld 
computer that transmits and receives data that is encoded and decoded in a compact markup 
language was well known, as evidenced by Lincke. In a similar art, Lincke teaches a handheld 
computer [fig. 1 (100)] that transmits [fig. 1 (122)] and receives [fig. 1 (132)] data that is 
encoded and decoded in a compact markup language [col. 9 lines 42-52, col. 21 lines 58-64, 
When the CML data is returned it must be decoded for display on screen 101 .]. Given the 
teachings of Lincke it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
transmitting and receiving to include encoding and decoding in the compact markup language 
taught by Lincke. The motivation for doing so would have been because a compact markup 
language requires far fewer bytes than typically required [col. 9 lines 45-48], and therefore could 
provide better query response performance. 
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68. With respect to claims 19 and 43, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim-Lincke teaches the method of 
network management applied to claim 18 and the method of network inventory management 
applied to claim 42. Lincke further discloses that the compact markup language utilizes five-bit 
encoding of characters [col. 21 lines 58-64]. 

69. With respect to claims 20 and 44, Prithviraj-Adams-Brim-Lincke teaches the method of 
network management applied to claim 1 8 and the method of network inventory management 
applied to claim 42. Lincke further discloses that the compact markup language utilizes variable 
length strings for markup tags and characters [coL 24 lines 34-36, The tag ID is 8 or 16 bits 
(variable length).]. 

70. Claims 23 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Prithviraj in view of Adams, further in view of Brim, and further in view of Scholl et al. (U.S. 
5,742,762, hereinafter "SchoU"). 

71. With respect to claim 23, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1 . Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach including the 
steps of transmitting the indicated network function from the synchronization server to a proxy 
server and transmitting the updated network information from the proxy server to the 
synchronization server. Nonetheless, providing a proxy server in this context was well known, as 
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evidenced by Scholl. In a similar art, SchoU discloses a synchronization server [fig. 3 (3)] that 
provides access to network management functions [col. 6 lines 4-6] and a proxy server [fig. 3 
(5)] wherein network management fixnctions are transmitted fi*om the synchronization server to 
the proxy server [col. 6 lines 9-15] and updated network information is transmitted fi-om the 
proxy server to the synchronization server [fig. 3 (response), col. 6 lines 32-36]. Given the 
teachings of Scholl it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a 
proxy server that receives and responds to the network management functions from the 
synchronization server. The motivation for doing so would have been so that NMS 101 could 
provide network management services for multiple networks [Scholl fig. 3 (6)]. 

72. With respect to claim 47, Prithviraj -Adams-Brim teaches the method of network 
management applied to claim 1. Prithviraj -Adams-Brim does not expressly teach including the 
steps of transmitting an indicated network fimction fi-om the synchronization server to a proxy 
server and transmitting updated network information from the proxy server to the 
synchronization server. Nonetheless, providing a proxy server in this context was well known, as 
evidenced by Scholl. In a similar art, Scholl discloses a synchronization server [fig. 3 (3)] that 
provides access to network management fianctions [col. 6 lines 4-6] and a proxy server [fig. 3 
(5)] wherein network management functions are transmitted from the synchronization server to 
the proxy server [col. 6 lines 9-15] and updated network information is transmitted firom the 
proxy server to the synchronization server [fig. 3 (response), col. 6 lines 32-36]. Given the 
teachings of Scholl it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a 
proxy server that receives and responds to indicated network management fimctions from the 
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synchronization server. The motivation for doing so would have been so that NMS 101 could 
provide network management services for multiple networks [SchoU fig. 3 (6)]. 

73. Claim 51 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prithviraj in view 
of Adams, and fiirther in view of Flack. 

74. With respect to claim 51, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj -Adams does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer has 
a display that is 160 by 160 pixels. Nonetheless, it was well known in the art to provide a display 
that is compatible with 160 by 160 pixels, as evidenced by Flack. In a similar art, Flack discloses 
that 160 pixel by 160 pixel displays were well known [col. 2 lines 26-28]. Given the teachings of 
Flack it would have been obvious to provide a display that is compatible with 160 by 160 pixels. 
The motivation for doing so would have been because 160 by 160 pixel displays were an 
industry standard [Flack col. 2 lines 26-28]. 

75. Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prithviraj in view 
of Adams, and fiirther in view of Lamming. 

76. With respect to claim 52, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj -Adams does not expressly teach that the palm-sized computer has 
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a pressure-sensitive display for input. It was well known in the art to provide a palm-sized . 
computer with a pressure-sensitive display for input, as evidenced by Lamming. In a similar art, 
Lamming discloses a palm-sized computer with a pressure sensitive display for input [fig. 2]. 
Given the teachings of Lamming it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the palm-sized computer with a pressure sensitive display for input. The motivation for 
doing so would have been to eliminate the need for a keyboard, making the computer more 
portable. 



77. Claim 61 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prithviraj in view 
of Adams, and further in view of Haitani. 

78. With respect to claim 61 , Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
appHed to claim 49. Prithviraj -Adams does not expressly teach including a communications 
cradle which the palm-sized computer engages and communicates with, said communications 
cradle in communication with the network management server. Nonetheless, it was well known 
in the art to connect a palm-sized computer to a network management server by placing the 
computer in a communications cradle, as evidenced by Haitani. In a similar art, Haitani teaches 
connecting a palm-sized computer to a network management server by placing the computer in a 
communications cradle [col. 5 lines 30-47]. Given the teachings of Haitani it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include a communications cradle which the palm- 
size computer engages and communicates with, said communications cradle in communication 
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with the network management server. The motivation for doing so would have been so that the 
computer could communicate with the network management server when there is no wireless 
network available. 



79. Claim 62 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prithviraj in view 
of Adams, and further in view of Vatanen. 

80. With respect to claim 62, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj -Adams does not expressly teach that the communication between 
the palm-sized computer and the synchronization server includes a radio link. Nonetheless, it 
was well known in the art to connect a palm-sized device to a communication server using a 
radio link. In a similar art, Vatanen teaches connecting a palm-sized device [fig. 1 (4)] to a 
communication server [fig. 1 (5)] using a radio signal [fig. 1 (3)]. Given the teachings of Vatanen 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use a radio link to connect the 
palm-sized computer to the communications server. The motivation for doing so would have 
been because there is a need for computers that perform network management functions that are 
as portable as possible [as discussed in the rejection of claim 49]. 

81. Claim 63 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prithviraj in view 
of Adams, and further in view of Shipley. 
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82. With respect to claim 63, Prithviraj -Adams teaches the system for network management 
applied to claim 49. Prithviraj -Adams does not expressly teach that the communication between 
the palm-sized computer and the synchronization server includes an infrared link. Nonetheless, it 
was well known in the art to connect a portable computer to a network using an infrared link, as 
evidenced by Shipley. In a similar art, Shipley discloses connecting a portable computer to a 
network using an infrared link [col. 16 lines 17-19]. Given the teachings of Shipley it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to connect the palm-sized computer to the 
synchronization server using an infrared link. The motivation for doing so would have been so 
that the palm-sized computer does not require wires [Shipley col. 16 lines 14-16]. 

Conclusion 

83. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

84. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fi"om the 
examiner should be directed to Philip S. Scuderi whose telephone number is (571) 272-5865. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5pm. 

85. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B. Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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86. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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